IO8      CHARACTERS    OF   THE    REFORMATION
They did not want to sacrifice him.   They
bade him think it over; and he walked up and
down in the gardens of Lambeth palace thinking
it over, as they thought> but he was not likely
to think himself into another state of mind.  He
stood  firm, on that one small point: that the
phraseology of one small part of a law which,
in everything else, he accepted, was at issue with
orthodoxy. For that he was imprisoned, for that,
many months after, he willingly accepted death.
When they went through the form of trial
in the last days before his sacrifice, it is remark-
able to observe how silent he still remained, how
wholly   upon   the   defensive,   still   asking   his
opponents to prove their case, and keeping back
in reserve all that he might have said.   Until
sentence  was   delivered   no   man   could   have
proved out of his own mouth what that doctrine
was for which none the less he was ready to
lay down his life.  Only when sentence had been
passed did he speak at last, fully, and tell them
precisely what his position was.
To his own family as a whole probably, to
his wife certainly, to nearly all his friends and
to the mass of Englishmen of his time, his
position was not heroic but absurd. The King
was already head of everything in England, and
had been for generations past. He nominated
to the Bishoprics and great Abbeys; his was the